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I find it impossible to three. Many of these children over again, explaining how the
express how I felt being are HIV positive and had been  cases of malaria, which often led
embraced by someone I’ve never badly abused in the few short to even more serious illness in

met, to be told in a whisper Your years of their lives before they  the HIV positive children, had
kindness will never be forgottencame to Neema. As the loving  dropped drastically after they
by any person; May God truly parents of 38 babies and began using the insecticide bed
bless you; Thank you; Last yeatoddlers, Mirium and Joshua nets that SIFA provided.

the children needed this so expressed their thanks over and

much. Miriam, who was quickly

joined by her husband, Joshua, | N SSEERG o L8ey L {’7 SO
was speaking to all of you when S8 P &, W Ay 7 ' e ’R:
she thanked me for the mosquito | ¥ -
nets SIFA distributed to Neema
Children’s Home last year. For
years, Mirium and Joshua have
been taking in abandoned and
orphaned young children,
usually around the age of two or
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Neema Children’s Home
Miriam with children waiving goodbye
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In the two weeks that I
spent in Kenya this August,
SIFA distributed 1400
mosquito nets and 900
LifeStraws to locations in
Nairobi and in Eldoret,
Kenya. Our first distribution
was at the Dayspring School,
a primary school on the
outskirts of the Kariobangi
slum. SIFA also made
distributions to children’s
rehabilitation centers,
boarding schools, and
orphanages including Kwetu
Home of Peace, Baraka za
Ibrahimu, Taraja Boys Center,
Made in the Streets, Rescue
Dada Girls’ Center, ARMUT,
and Kimplwas Children’s
Home. While all of these
homes dealt with children in
great need, many dealt
specifically with street kids
from the massive Kibera slum
in Nairobi. The Kibera slum
is home to around a million
people, and is one of the
largest slums in Africa.
While the Kenyan

......

government owns all the
Kibera slum land, the
government refuses to
recognize the slum, thus
relinquishing responsibility
for the atrocity. Only 20% of
Kibera residents have
electricity, running water is
extremely limited, and the
sewage system consists of a
river of sewage running
through the center of the slum
and “flying toilets”, a system
in which residents put their
waste in a plastic bag and
fling it as far away from their
shack as possible.

Walking through
Kibera carrying mosquito
nets and water filters to a
rehabilitation center and
school near its center, |
realized how great the need
really is. We couldn’t drive
because the dirt spaces
between the shacks, one can
hardly call them roads, were
too small. We crossed a
bridge over burning trash and
sewage and drew a small

crowd of children who
shouted the only English
greeting they knew
repeatedly and in unison.
“HOW ARE YOU! HOW
ARE YOU!” The need was
as consuming as the stench,
but instead of being
discouraged, we recognized
the enormity of what we were
doing and the responsibility
to continue and to grow.

SIFA plans to continue
to distribute PermaNets and
LifeStraws, but this time,
SIFA will try to create a
system that will allow more
focused distributions in the
Kibera slum. This will be no
easy task considering the
complete lack of any form of
government or organization
in the slum, but we are
confident that with your
continuing support, SIFA will
be able to find a way to aid
the residents of the Kibera
slum.
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Kweto Home of Peace: An
establishment that takes in
street children and puts them
through a comprehensive
rehabilitation program
including education and skill
training.

On behalf of all the hundreds of
children your generosity has reached,
Thank you!
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OStreet children have the potential to be great heralds of
change because of their drive. It takes a certain type of child
to end up in the streets: a child who has the will to change
their situation and take responsibility for themselves instead
of depending on those who keep letting them down. For this
reason, these children possess a determination that could
bring great change to the world if they were given the
opportunity. The issue is that they are viewed as a problem
instead of a resource.O

~ Quote by Paul, a Kenyan Agriculturalist

Special thanks to Gogle Glrl for its donatlon of 600
hats!
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